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Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza
Saturday, April 18, 9:00-11:00 am
Saint Andrew United Methodist Church
9203 South University Blvd.
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126

enver Rocky Mountain Chapter will host a
Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza event for

elementary and middle school-aged children on
Saturday, April 18. Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza is a
national outreach program of the American Guild
of Organists, designed to introduce young

Doors will open at 9:00, and the morning’s
activities will include a demonstration of the
console layout and the sounds of the organ. A
“Royal Tour” organ demonstrator by Randolph
Currie will be played by Denver Rocky Mountain
Chapter member and Bethany Lutheran organist
and director of music Rick Seaton. His Majesty
King Rex (aka Denver Rocky Mountain Chapter
member and Colorado School of Mines student
Zachary Gonzales) will be in attendance and there
will be the opportunity for attendees to play a
piano piece on the organ. There will be a special
demonstration of Orgel Kit, a small hands on pipe
organ that the children can assemble.

Attendees will also receive a tote bag which will
contain information about other AGO programs
for young people, a copy of The American
Organist magazine, and a small wooden organ
pipe. The morning will conclude with everyone
devouring (a lovely cheese) pizza.

Please include this information about Pedals,
Pipes, and Pizza in your church newsletters and
orders of worship. Print out copies of the attached
publicity flyer for church bulletin boards and
make additional copies for church members to
pick up on Easter morning.

Registration is encouraged (so that we have
enough pizza) and suggested family donation is
$10. Contact Denise Lanning at
deniselanning@netscape.net if you  have
questions and to register.

Woman Composer Sunday
Concert

Sunday, March 8, members and friends gathered

at Bethany Lutheran Church, Cherry Hills
Village, for an inspiring concert of music for
organ with flute, trumpet, and voice by woman
composers from the 18th century to the present.
Members of the Denver Rocky Mountain Chapter
performed, with special guest artists, in honor of
Woman Composer Sunday. This annual
celebration was launched by the Royal College of
Organists and the Society of Women Organists in
2021.

Pictured are participants Cyndy McRae, Amy
French, Liam Harty, Faythe Freese, Aaron Hirsch,
Norman Sutphin, Linda Mack, Rick Seaton,
Rhonda Jones, and David Vogels.
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The Dean’s Mixture

Later in this newsletter you will find
information about candidates for the open
positions on the Executive Board of the Denver
Rocky Mountain Chapter for next season.
Members of this year’s nominating committee
were Cathy Bruno (chair), Joyce Kull, and Kimber
Smith. I thank this committee for their hard work
in putting together a strong roster of people to take
leadership roles in our chapter.

If you have a desire to see another name for a
specific open position, write in candidates are
allowed. The following is copied from our
chapter’s operating procedures and explains how
members may add names to the May ballot:
Additional nominations may be made by petition
if each petition is signed by five (5) members of
the Chapter in good
standing and submitted to
the Chapter Secretary
within thirty (30) days of
the announcement of the
slate to the Chapter
membership.

The final ballot will be
available to all chapter

members in May. The officers for the next season
will be installed at the Annual Meeting on Sunday,
May 17. Meanwhile I wish everyone a good Holy
Week and Easter. Your hard work during this
week means so much to the people in your
congregation and community.

Andrew Peters, Dean

Summer Scholarship Program

ach summer, the Denver Rocky Mountain

Chapter of the AGO offers scholarships for
organ instruction to talented young pianists (age
13—18). Scholarship students study with faculty
selected from DRMC members who are hired to
provide six lessons.

As the deadline for the application process quickly
approaches, there are a number of ways in which
you can support the Chapter’s Summer
Scholarship Program.

Tell local piano teachers and young pianists about
this program.

Give an application, enclosed with this newsletter,
to a prospective young person.

Volunteer to serve as an audition judge.
Serve on the faculty.

Help with the August concert — reception and
usher.

Here is your chance to make a difference in our
profession!

For more information, please contact

Billie Busby Smith
Coordinator, Summer Scholarship Program

Chapter Election in May

This slate of candidates is presented for election
to the Board of Directors of the Denver Rocky
Mountain Chapter of the American Guild of
Organists. The election will occur by e-mail and
U. S. Mail during the month of May. Terms of
office are two or three years, as noted.
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Brian du Fresne, AAGO
Candidate for Dean, two-year term

Brian du Fresne gy
serves as Director ’
of Music and
Worship Arts /
Principal Organist
at Mountain View
United Methodist
Church in Boulder.
Before freelancing
for several years,
Brian was
previously the Principal Organist for two decades
at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Boulder. He has
been a member of the American Guild of
Organists since 1987 and served our Rocky
Mountain Chapter as a member of the Board of
Directors from 2008-2011. Brian had the pleasure
of being Coordinator for the 2017 Regional
Convention here in Denver. He has taught several
workshops and has frequently performed at
Chapter events as well as for the Regional
Convention.

Brian is an active performer in solo and
collaborative concerts in voice, piano, and organ.
Since 1994 he has sung with and served as Bass
section leader with the internationally acclaimed
Ars Nova Singers. He taught high school choral
music and Advanced Placement music theory
courses for nearly two decades and has been a
church musician since the age of fourteen. As a
founding member of the Trouble Clef Theatre
Company, and throughout his career, Brian has
directed, music directed, or starred in over 85
music theatre productions. Earning his first two
degrees in keyboard performance through the
University of Texas, Brian earned a second
master’s degree in music education at CU Boulder
and has completed work toward a third master’s
in theology at Iliff School of Theology. Brian is
also a certified massage therapist in
neuromuscular/myofascial release and sports
massage, focusing on professional athletes and
musicians.

Aside from work, teaching, and performing, Brian
is an avid road cyclist, swimmer, and lover of the
sun! He will soon celebrate forty years with his

husband Fred Jewell (a professional violist and
composer), and they live happily with their
beautiful black greyhound Bullet.

Aaron Hirsch, BMus, MM
Candidate for Sub-Dean, two-year term

Aaron Hirsch is a

versatile and
collaborative
musician who has
performed
extensively

throughout the
Midwest, Pacific
Northwest, and the
Mountain ~ West. )

Currently serving as Principal Organist at St.
John’s Episcopal Church in Boulder, CO, he is
passionate about presenting a more diverse
selection of composers to his Boulder community.
Besides regular recitals at St. John’s Aaron is also
a proponent of the creative art of improvisation. In
addition to his work as organist at St. John’s and
the director of the St. John’s Music Society,
Hirsch is known as a collaborative musician. He
was also a guest harpsichordist in a 2024
American Guild of Organists event featuring
works written for three and four harpsichords.

Aaron holds a master’s degree in Orchestral
Conducting (CWU, “16) and a bachelor’s degree
in Organ Performance (University of Minnesota,
‘13). He was a conducting fellow at the Oregon
Bach Festival (‘16) and won a DAAD scholarship
to conduct at the Dresden Music Masterclasses
held in the fall of 2015. Furthermore, while
working towards his bachelor’s degree, he
received a DAAD fellowship to attend the
Stuttgart Hochschule Musik for the winter
semester of 2012, where he studied organ,
conducting, and orchestration.

Aaron is thankful to have studied with such
wonderful mentors. For organ and harpsichord:
Charles Luedtke, Brent Nolte, Dr. Dean
Billmeyer, and Jiirgen Essl. For conducting:
Manny Laureano, Dr. Nikolas Caoile, and
Ekkehard Klemm. For piano: Sharon Carr, Bethel
Balge, and Paul Shaw. Aaron lives in Longmont,
CO with his wife Erin Cone and their two cats
Ember and Raven.



Liam Harty, SPC
Registrar, two-year term

Liam graduated
from Knox
College with a
BA in  Music
during which time
his primary
musical focus was
organ and choral
singing. After
graduating he
pursued a career ° : :
working in academic libraries but has continued to
stay very active in music. He sings with the
Colorado Choir and Metropolitan Choral Festival
and is currently studying organ with Dr. Cindy
Lindeen-Martin. Liam received the AGO’s SPC
certification in 2023 and is currently working
towards completing the requirements for the
Colleague certification.

In addition to having served the past two years as
member-at-large for the DRMC, Liam also has
experience serving on the boards for the Colorado
Choir and Metropolitan Choral Festival. Currently
he is employed as the Electronic Resources
Manager for the University of Denver Libraries
managing access to the library’s large collection
of e-resources (online journals, ebooks, streaming
media, databases, etc.). He had previously worked
as the library’s acquisitions manager for a number
of years.

Isaac Johnson, CAGO
Member-at-large, class of 2029

Karl Isaac Johnson
is a Ph.D.
candidate in
Musicology at the
University of
Colorado-Boulder
and a concert and
liturgical organist,
choral conductor,
music  educator,
singer, tenor,
multi-instrumentalist, and published composer.
Isaac has performed at venues including the

Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
in Denver, the Cathedral of the Madeleine in Salt
Lake City, St. James Cathedral in Toronto, and
many others.

Isaac’s academic interests include the study of
Gregorian chant in North America, particularly
Québec, and French organ music across eras. He
is also dedicated to music education, vocal
pedagogy, and choral training. He currently
teaches music courses at the elementary, middle,
and high school levels as well as at the Lamont
School of Music at the University of Denver. He
is a graduate of the Yale Institute of Sacred Music
and Samford University and a Colleague of the
American Guild of Organists.

Gwen Blumenschein
Member at Large, Class of 2029

Gwen
Blumenschein,
holds the B.M.
and M.M. degrees
in organ
performance from
the University of
Michigan.  She
began her studies
at Oberlin
Conservatory.
Between degrees

she studied with Helmut Walcha courtesy of the
Zella Armstrong Musical Fellowship.

Gwen was Founder and First Dean of the
Northwest Indiana AGO Chapter and has held
many positions of the Rocky Mountain Denver
Chapter including program chair, Sub-Dean,
membership chair and Dean. She headed the
Bachathon project where members of the AGO
played all the organ works of Bach in one concert.
Portions of the concert were broadcast by KVOD.

Gwen has spent 67 years ‘“on the bench”
professionally and has directed adult, children,
and handbell choirs. A highlight of her career was
taking 40 children to sing for the Pope in Rome.
In addition to performing on their own at a church
in Rome, the children’s choir from St. Jude
Catholic Church, Lakewood sang with Pueri
Cantoris International Children’s Choir for an



audience with Pope Benedict. In addition, they
sang for the New Year’s Day Mass at St. Peter’s
in 2006.

At the Blumenschein Music Studio she currently
teaches piano students as well as 12 organ
students, several of whom hold positions as
organists in local area churches. On study trips she
has played organs in England, France, Germany,
and Australia.

Organ for Sale

eticulously cared for Custom Allen Organ
Master Design Series MDS-55 for sale by
owner. AGO spec, 53-stop, MIDI Compatible,
multiple Capture Memories and Tunings, floating
Ancillary Reed Division, designed by Larry
Phelps, Alterable Card Reader. Voicing

capabilities to accommodate large venue or small
studio. For further information, please contact
Ken Mervine at 720-937-9436.

The mission of the American Guild of
Organists is to foster a thriving community of
musicians who share their knowledge and inspire
passion for the organ.

To do this, we encourage excellence in the
performance of organ and choral music; inspire,
educate, and offer certification for organists and
choral  conductors; provide  networking,
fellowship, and mutual support; nurture future
generations of organists; promote the organ in its
historic and evolving roles; and engage wider
audiences with organ and choral music.

\""CRAT T
Culture.




