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January Chapter Event 

Nicole Keller at St. John’s 
Friday, January 20, 2023, 7:30 p.m. 
Saint John’s Episcopal Cathedral 

1350 Washington St., Denver 
aint John’s Cathedral, in cooperation with the 
Denver Rocky Mountain Chapter of the AGO, 

presents organist Nicole Keller in concert on 
January 20. 
Nicole Keller is in demand as a concert artist, 
adjudicator, and clinician. She has concertized in 
the States and abroad in venues such as St. Patrick 
Cathedral, New York; Cathédrale Notre-Dame, 
Paris; Dom St. Stephan, Passau; St. Patrick 
Cathedral, Armagh, Northern Ireland; and The 
Kazakh National University for the Arts, Astana, 
Kazakhstan. She specializes in eclectic programs 
suited to instrument and audience with a desire to 
expand the listener’s horizons, pairing familiar 
sounds and genres with less familiar ones.  
Ms. Keller’s performances with orchestras 
includes concertos, works for small chamber 
orchestra, and large works involving organ, 
harpsichord, and piano. She has extensive 
experience as a chamber musician and as a 
continuo player, including many performances of 
Bach’s St. Matthew and St. John Passions, the 
Christmas Oratorio, and the Mass in B minor in 
addition to a host of cantatas and baroque chamber 
music.  
As a teacher, Ms. Keller strives to foster and 
model a commitment to excellence in 
performance, scholarship and self-growth as 
students deepen their love of music and their 
instrument. Her students have been accepted into 
and attended prestigious graduate schools 
throughout the country and enjoy successful 
musical careers in a variety of settings. She was 

recently appointed to the faculty of the School of 
Music, Theatre and Dance at the University of 
Michigan beginning in the Fall of 2022. 
Ms. Keller’s extensive church music experience 
includes work in with volunteer and professional 
choirs and instrumental ensembles devoted to the 
highest level of music for worship. She has 
created organ and choral scholar programs at 
small and mid-size parishes, developed successful 
children’s choir programs, and has led choirs on 
tour in the states and abroad including choral 
residencies at Bristol Cathedral, U.K. and St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin, Ireland. She currently 
serves as Associate Organist at Trinity Cathedral 
(Episcopal), Cleveland. 
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Ms. Keller received 
the Performer’s 
Certificate and the 
Master of Music 
Degree in Organ 
Performance and 
Literature at the 
Eastman School of 
Music in Rochester, 
New York under the 
tutelage of David 
Higgs. While at 
Eastman, she 
studied continuo 
with Arthur Haas 
and improvisation 
with Gerre 
Hancock. She 
received the 
Bachelor of Music 
Degree in Piano 

Performance from the Baldwin Wallace 
Conservatory of Music in Berea, Ohio, where she 
studied piano with George Cherry and Jean Stell 
and organ with Margaret Scharf. 
There is no admission charge; an offering will be 
taken. Listeners are invited to greet the artist at a 
reception following the concert. 

The Dean’s Mixture 
s I write this, it is two days after Christmas. I 
hope that your Christmas was full of 

blessings. I am grateful that congregational 
singing has returned, and our familiar Christmas 
carols were sung and enjoyed by our in-person 
congregants. 
I am grateful for the 
productive 2022 that we 
as church musicians 
experienced. We 
learned new ways to 
provide music for the 
worship services. Many 
of us use technology 
and discuss technology 
in terms unknown in 
2019. And yet, in 

addition, we continue to strive to do all of the 
things that we, as church musicians did in 2019. 
I am also grateful for the AGO. The national 
headquarters has been working hard to identify 
and address many concerns of our profession. We 
are aware that many of our churches are 
struggling, the numbers of organists is 
diminishing, and that fewer of our talented young 
keyboard performers select organ and church 
music as their profession. One such initiative has 
been the Year of the Young Organist. Through the 
leadership of the national AGO, our local chapter 
has been identifying ways to recruit and support 
the young organist. Our chapter won the award for 
recruiting the most young members in mid-size 
chapters in the US. Our education program, under 
the direction of Denise Lanning and our Summer 
Organ Scholarship Program, under the direction 
of Mark Filbert are examples of our efforts. 
I am looking forward to 2023. As we move into 
the more normal, post-COVID environment our 
chapter will continue to address those concerns 
and making more and more music! 
Happy New Year! 
Billie Busby Smith, Dean 
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Saturday, March 11, 9:30 a.m.-noon 

A Listener’s Guide to the Book 
of the Holy Sacrament 
Lecture-Demonstration by David Vogels 
Augustana Lutheran Church 
5000 E. Alameda Ave., Denver 

Olivier Messiaen’s monumental Livre du Saint 
Sacrement is loaded with more hidden codes and 
theological references than a Dan Brown novel. In 
this lecture-demonstration, David Vogels will 
unlock the doors to understanding the piece for the 
optimum listening experience. He will summarize 
the underlying quotations and sound-design 
elements of Messiaen’s musical language in each 
of the 18 movements, using images and recorded 
comparisons. Mr. Vogels is currently translating a 
full-length book on the Livre by Dorothee Bauer, 
soon to be published by Brill/Schöningh. His 
extensive article on “The Birth of Messiaen’s 
Livre du Saint Sacrement” appears in the January 
2023 issue of The American Organist. Based on 
that research, he considers this guide to be 
essential for anyone attending his subsequent 
performance, whether an organist or simply a 
music lover. Free and open to all. 

Saturday, March 11, noon 

Luncheon with Address by AGO 
President Eileen J. Hunt 
Augustana Lutheran Church 

This lunch in Fellowship Hall will honor the 
Steering Committee and volunteers of the 1998 
AGO National Convention in Denver on its 
25th anniversary. Watch for reservation 
information in an upcoming Drawknob. 
 

Sunday, March 12, 7:00 p.m. 

Book of the Holy Sacrament 
with David Vogels, organist 
Messiaen’s Masterpiece in 
Sound and Images 
Augustana Lutheran Church 

The 18-movement Livre du Saint Sacrement, 
commissioned by the AGO in 1986, is one of the 
most significant works of the past century. David 
Vogels, who has been studying the piece 
intensively for several years, will perform it in its 
entirety. For the first time, the music will be 
accompanied by projected images showing the 
text quotations, birds, Gregorian chants, colors, 
and stained-glass windows that are woven into 
Messiaen’s vast tapestry of sound. The concert 
and lecture are cosponsored by Augustana Arts. 
There is no admission charge for either event, but 
reservations are requested for planning purposes; 
click 
https://ci.ovationtix.com/35350/production/1126
207?performanceId=11096691 
or visit AugustanaArts.org. 
 
Some Coming Chapter Events 
March  
Olivier Messiaen: Livre du Saint-Sacrement 
(“The Book of the Blessed Sacrament”) 
Saturday, March 11, 9:30 am.-12:00 noon - 
Lecture by David Vogels 
Sunday, March 12, 7:00 pm. - Concert by David 
Vogels 
Augustana Lutheran Church, Denver  

April  
Pedals, Pipes and Pizza 
Please note correct date and time for this 
event! 
Saturday, April 22, 9:30-11:00 am. 
Wellshire Presbyterian Church, Denver  

Others to be announced 
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Employment Opportunities 
Listings should be sent to Benjamin Ehrlich, 
contact information on page 2. 

Nativity of Our Lord Catholic Parish, 
Broomfield, is seeking qualified applicants for 
the position of Director of Sacred Music. A 
detailed job description can be found here: 
nool.us/music-director Contact Fr. Emanuele for 
more information, or to apply e.fadini@nool.us 
Applications accepted until 1/8/2023.  
First Congregational Church, Greeley has 
opened a search for a Director of Music. This 
part-time position (August through May) will 
begin January 1, 2023. The Director of Music 
will lead our Chancel Choir in rehearsals and 
during weekly and seasonal services, as well as 
plan two larger musical events for Advent and 
Spring. Please send a resume and cover letter to 
Church Administrator, Laura Gurney 
laura@firstconggreeley.com  
King of Glory Lutheran, Arvada, announces a 
position vacancy for a part-time 
Organist/Pianist/Accompanist to serve the 
congregation and work collaboratively with the 
Pastor and Minister of Music. The successful 
candidate will have excellent performance and 
leadership skills on both organ and piano and 
experience as a church musician. A degree in 
organ performance or church music is preferred, 
but not required. Applicable knowledge of 
hymnody and liturgy is a plus. For further 
information or to apply for the position, please 
contact: Mike Krueger, 
(Krueger.mtk@icloud.com 303.828.6683) 
Applications accepted until position filled.  
Mountain View United Methodist Church, 
Boulder, is hiring a Handbell Choir Director, 
who is responsible for selecting music and 
rehearsing the bell choir to provide bell music for 
scheduled worship services and other activities in 
support of the music ministry of the church. This 
position is defined as salary (no overtime pay), 
restricted part time (5-8 hrs/wk) during 
September through May (rehearsals generally 
every other week, with monthly performances). 
Please see the church’s website (mtview.org) for 
general information. Contact the Director of 

Music at worship@mtview.org to send a resume 
or for more information.  

Concert Calendar 
Listings should be sent to Benjamin Ehrlich, 
contact information on page 2. 
 

Sunday, January 15, 3:00 p.m. Cathedral 
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 
Logan St., Denver 

Gaudium Verum is Denver’s pre-eminent 
Catholic liturgical choir in residence at the 
Cathedral Basilica every Third Sunday at the 
6:30 p.m. Latin Novus Ordo Mass. This program 
features the singers of Gaudium Verum singing a 
“vespers” for the closing of the octave of 
Epiphany. Readings and reflective choral works 
will celebrate Epiphany. Gaudium Verum will be 
joined by Fr. Michael Rapp, parochial vicar of 
the cathedral, in the role of presider. Concerts at 
the Cathedral Basilica are always free of charge; 
a free-will offering is collected for the 
performers. 

Friday, January 20, 7:30 p.m. Saint John’s 
Cathedral, 1350 Washington St., Denver  

Nicole Keller, Organist. See page 1. 
Saturday, January 21, 6:00 p.m. Plymouth 
Congregational Church, Fort Collins. 

Colorado Bach Ensemble will begin its 2023 
season with Bach’s Cantata “Dearest Jesus, My 
Desire” (BWV 32). The hour-long performance 
is free, and tickets can be secured at 
ColoradoBach.org. Our chapter member, Ken 
Mervine, will provide the continuo along with 
oboe, strings, and soprano and bass soloists. 

Sunday, January 22, 6:00 p.m. St. Timothy’s 
Episcopal Church, Centennial.  

Colorado Bach Ensemble, see January 21. 
Friday, January 27, 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, 
January 29, 3:00 p.m. St. Cajetan’s Center on 
the Auraria campus, 101 Lawrence Way, 
Denver 

Baroque Chamber Orchestra of Colorado, La 
Púrpura de la Rosa (The Blood of the Rose). 
This opera recounts the famous, fated, forbidden 
love affair between Venus, the Goddess of Love, 
and the very mortal and handsome Adonis. The 
Spanish libretto is filled with suspense, 
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seduction, and comedy. The music, composed by 
Tomás de Torrejón y Velasco, is rich in 
harmonies, plaintive melodies, and Latin 
American dance rhythms. Featuring Nell 
Snaidas, guest director; Grammy nominated 
Jennifer Ellis Kampani, soprano; Guadalupe 
Peraza, mezzo-soprano, and more amazing 
voices. Tickets $40/15/12 at bcocolorado.org 

Saturday, January 29, 3:00 p.m. Augustana 
Lutheran Church, 5000 E. Alameda Ave., 
Denver 

Stratus Chamber Orchestra’s 2nd Annual 
Concert Encounter for Kidz. Hear all the sounds! 
See their fingers move! Touch the instruments! 
This afternoon concert will feature music of 
horns, woodwinds, and strings —ALL with a 
kid-friendly flair. Expose little young ones to the 

joy of music where there are no rules or 
restrictions to bounce, sway, dance, or stomp to 
the music. A concert to inspire any future young 
artist! Event takes place in the Fellowship Hall at 
Augustana Lutheran Church Cost is $15 per adult 
and $5 per child. Tickets available online.  

 

 
 

 


