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The Dean’s Mixture 
ymn festivals! Yes, our chapter is fortunate 
enough to be sponsoring not one, but two 

hymn festivals this fall with both featuring 
recognized experts in the field of church music. 
More about that later. 
So, hymn festivals. Know I love them! I am that 
person who really enjoys both participating in and 
attending hymn festivals. Just to make sure that 
we are all on the same page, I thought I might 
Google the term to see what the Google definition 
for hymn festival might be. Here is what I found: 
A hymn festival is a special event focused on 
congregational song, with intentional creativity 
and variety. It is usually 60-65 minutes of 
congregational song, most often linked by 
readings, narrations or prayers, typically 
organized around a central theme, idea, or 
occasion. 
The definition fits the bill. However, in a hymn 
festival, there is always so much more. We, as 
organists spend much time fascinated by and 
thinking about hymns. We spend a great deal of 
our time seeking out the best hymn to fit the 
occasion. It is really pleasing to find what feels 
like JUST THE RIGHT hymn for that spot in 
worship. The hymn festival gives us the 
opportunity to enjoy the fruits of another musician 
spending so much time doing that for an entire 
festival—and so much more! Putting together a 
festival of varied hymns in a cohesive way is 
inspiring. I always come away from a festival 
remembering why I love hymnody. AND, don’t 
forget we get to sing! 
As Dean of the chapter, I had many moments 
watching Board members putting together the 
various pieces that enabled our being able to host 
such a wonderful event. – In some ways like 
putting together a wonderful hymn festival! After 

2 ½ years and a number of postponements due to 
COVID, the Festival was FINALLY scheduled. 
How exciting to watch the collaboration between 
our chapter (Thanks , Ricki and Program 
Committee) and Ascension Lutheran Church 
(thanks to Board member, Rev. Mike Zehnder) 
bear fruit! A huge thank you to Carole Hedrick, 
our Board member who writes and administers all 
of our SCFD grants. 
I heard more than 
one attendee 
comment that the 
hymn festival felt 
like a perfect re-
entry after the 
pandemic. I 
totally agree. 
How wonderful 
that we have been 
blessed with two 
such talented 
artists to design 
and lead our festivals! Michael Burkhardt led our 
first hymn festival. On November 10 -12, the 
second festival and workshop will be held in 
collaboration with First Congregational Church, 
Boulder. The artist of that hymn festival is David 
Cherwien. (More information about these 
festivals is elsewhere in this newsletter) 
I am happy to say that we are welcoming new 
members and returning members. It Is a great time 
for our chapter! 
Happy Fall! 
Billie Busby Smith, Dean 
Denver Rocky Mountain Chapter, AGO 
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Cherwien in Boulder 
Friday and Saturday, November 11 and 12 

First Congregational Church 
1128 Pine St., Boulder, CO 80302 

irst Congregational Church is hosting 
renowned organist and improvisor David 

Cherwien for the annual Sawyer Memorial Organ 
Concert, on Friday, November 11, at 7:30 pm., 
and for a workshop in hymn playing and 
improvisation on Saturday morning, November 
12. The Friday evening concert is a hymn festival, 
and AGO members are invited to participate in the 
festival choir. Below is the schedule. No cost for 
AGO members. 
Thursday, November 10, 7:00-9:00 pm. 
Choir rehearsal with David. Mandatory if singing 
in the festival choir on Friday. 
Friday, November 11, 5:00 pm. 
Dress rehearsal in the sanctuary. Bring your own 
dinner. 
Hymn festival at 7:30 pm. 
Saturday, November 12, 9:30 am.–12:00 pm. 
Workshop with David Cherwien, with a music 
swap table and coffee and snacks in the middle. 

All events are at First Congregational Church. For 
questions or to register, email Director of Music 
Kajsa Teitelbaum at Kajsa@firstcong.net 
David M. Cherwien is currently serving as 
Cantor at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 
Minneapolis, MN, and in 2002 was appointed 
Artistic Director for the National Lutheran Choir, 
also based in the Twin Cities. He has also held full 
time parish music positions in the Minneapolis/St. 
Paul area, Chicago, Seattle, and Berlin. During the 
2000-2001 academic year he served as 
Organist/Cantor of Christ Chapel and Visiting 
Instructor of Music at Gustavus College, St. Peter, 
MN. While in Chicago, he served as Teaching 
Associate in Service Playing and improvisation at 
Elmhurst College. He completed the Doctor of 
Musical Arts degree in organ performance, and 
the Master of Arts 
degree in Theory 
and Composition, 
both from the 
University of 
Minnesota. His 
undergraduate 
work was in organ 
performance and 
choral music 
education at 
Augsburg College, Minneapolis, where he was 
honored as distinguished alumni in the fall of 
2000.  
Following his undergraduate work, he studied for 
two years at the Berlin Church Music School in 
Berlin, Germany. There he studied improvisation 
with Renate Zimmermann, organ Literature with 
Karl Hochreither, conducting with Martin 
Behrmann, and composition with the late Ernst 
Pepping. He has also studied organ with Christian 
Baude in Aix-en-Provence, France, and with Paul 
Manz, Heinrich Fleisher, and Earl Barr in this 
country, and is a Fellow with Melodious Accord, 
studying composition with Alice Parker.  
David Cherwien is a prolific composer with over 
150 publications of choral and organ music, with 
several publishers including MorningStar Music, 
and is the 2007 winner of the Raabe Prize for 
Excellence in Sacred Composition for his piece, 
“The Souls of the Righteous.” For the National 
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Lutheran Choir alone, Cherwien has composed at 
least 24 new works during his tenure with the 
Choir. He has released numerous recordings of 
Hymns and Choral Music through Mount Olive 
Lutheran Church, and the National Lutheran 
Choir, and serves editor for the National Lutheran 
Choir Series with MorningStar.  
David is a founding member of the Association of 
Lutheran Church Musicians, serving in its 
leadership in a variety of capacities, including 
National President from 1993 to 1997. He is also 
active in the American Guild of Organists and 
Choristers Guild.  
His workshops on church music, service playing 
and improvisation, and his hymn festivals and 
other worship leadership roles have continuously 
brought him to many parts of the country and 
abroad, including in 2016 serving as Lecturer and 
Hymn Festival leader at the Presbyterian 
University and Seminary in Seoul, Korea.  

Organ Scholars and Teachers 

 
ight young musicians studied studying organ 
this past summer as winners of the Summer 

Organ Lesson Scholarships, an ongoing project of 
the Denver Rocky Mountain Chapter of the AGO. 
They performed at the September chapter meeting 
at Church of the Ascension. Pictured above are 
Gabriel Richard Lopez Smith, Battseten 
Erdenebulgan, Max Wilson, Elizabeth O’Rourke, 
Mark Alan Filbert, Denise Lanning, Andrew 
Peters, William Hoffman, Kaitlyn Heyd, Edward 
Nolen, and Abrielle Gardner. 

 
 

Hymn-Playing Workshop 

 
nternationally known composer and organist 
Michael Burkhardt led a workshop at Ascension 

Lutheran Church in Littleton, CO on Saturday, 
October 1. This followed the Festival of Hymns is 
called “Singing the Psalms of Life” presented the 
previous evening. A large crowd came to learn 
about how Burkhardt creates such exciting hymn 
singing. 

Carillon News 
oey Brink, new member of the Lamont School 
of Music faculty and University Carillonist at 

DU, sends news of music at the Williams Tower. 
Song Requests  
I’m now taking song requests on the carillon 
website for my weekday noon recitals. You can 
request anything from classical to pop, jazz, film. 
If you’re not sure it’ll work on bells, try me! I’ll 
let you know the day/time I’m playing your song. 
Song request form is the first tab when you scroll 
down here: 
https://liberalarts.du.edu/lamont/academics/carill
on-studio 
Tower Tours  
Anyone is welcome to reach out to me to schedule 
a tour of the tower. Tours are mainly available at 
11:30am on most weekdays during academic 
quarters. 
Upcoming Concerts  
Monday, October 31, 11:45 a.m. Halloween 
Concert! 
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Thursday, November 17, 11:45 a.m. Concert of 
David Arkenstone‘s music. He is performing at 
Newman Center on 12/3, and we both thought it 
would be cool to preview some of his music on the 
bells. 
Sunday, December 11, 3pm: Christmas Concert. 
Matching Donations through December 12 
If you’ve ever thought about donating to the 
carillon program, now is the time to do so. The 
Lamont School of Music has a donor that has 
pledged to match any donation to any program at 
Lamont up to $4 million, through December 12 of 
this year. That means if you donate $50, you’re 
actually donating $100, and so on. To donate to 
the carillon program, go to the page here, click on 
“Match Your Gift Now”, then select “Other” and 
specify “Carillon Program” in the comments box. 
Joey Brink (he/him) 
University Carillonist 
Lamont School of Music 
203-779-9333 | joey.brink@du.edu 
www.joeybrink.com 

Free to a Good Home 
Hammond organ, full pedalboard. Contact 
Christine Krueger, 303-359-6555 

Employment Opportunities 
Listings should be sent to Benjamin Ehrlich, 
contact information on page 2. 

Epiphany Lutheran, in the West Wash Park 
neighborhood in Denver, has opened a search for 
a Director of Music/Organist. The successful 
candidate will provide all Sunday service music 
(prelude, postlude, hymns selected by Pastor) on 
the organ and piano, and provide music for our 
Wednesday evening worship service. The 
Director of Music will work collaboratively with 
the staff and congregation and encourage 
participation and enthusiasm in the music 
department for all age groups. The Director will 
also have first refusal on all weddings and 
funerals. Music degree and experience preferred; 
all qualified individuals encouraged to apply. 
Position is part-time, and reports to the Pastor. 
The beginning salary range is $14k-$16k per year, 
depending on qualifications. Please send your 

resume and a cover letter with “ATTN Music 
Director Application” in the subject line to 
epiphanylutherandenver@gmail.com. If you have 
questions, please contact the church office at the 
email address above. Application deadline 
extended for readers of this newsletter to Oct 7, 
2022.  
Summit of Peace Lutheran Church, Thornton has 
opened a search for an Organist/Accompanist. 
This part-time position could be split between two 
persons. Organist commitment is Sundays from 
7:15am-9am and pays $175/service with a pay 
rate of $225/service on holidays. 7pm Wednesday 
services occur during Lent and Advent, in 
addition to Sunday services, which also pay 
$175/service. The Organ is well-maintained and is 
an Allen Organ. Choir accompanist commitment 
is Tuesday evenings from 6:30pm-7:30pm, with 
an occasional Sunday service at either 8am or 
10:30am, and pays $50/hr. Please contact Director 
of Worship Katie Runkel for more information, or 
to apply. Start date is negotiable. 
(KR@SummitofPeace.org or 
Katie.Runkel@gmail.com) 
Providence Presbyterian Church in Parker, CO is 
hiring a Piano Accompanist whose duties include 
weekly music planning, and playing for weekly 
and special services. A full job description is 
available on the church’s website 
https://parkerpresbyterian.org/providence-is-
hiring/ We are accepting applications and resumes 
until the position is filled. 

Concert Calendar 
Listings should be sent to Benjamin Ehrlich, 
contact information on page 2. 

Saturday, October 8, 7:00 p.m. Bethany 
Lutheran Church, Bethany Lutheran Church, 
4500 E. Hampton, Cherry Hills Village 
Ji Min Lee, Soprano, Vocal Recital 
With Hemi Yun, piano, performing works by 
Dvořák, Hyoguen Kim, Taehyun Kim, Lehár, 
Liszt, and Rodrigo. Free. 

Sunday, October 9, 2:00 p.m. Bethany Lutheran 
Church, Bethany Lutheran Church, 4500 E. 
Hampton, Cherry Hills Village 
Golden Eagle Concert Band, Favorites & 
Sundries 
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Music by Holst, music from Cowboys, Carousel, 
and West Side Storie, Sousa Marches, Jersey 
Boys, and more. Donations accepted. 
www.GoldenEagleConcertBand.org 

Saturday, October 8, 7:00 p.m. Gracious Savior 
Lutheran Church, 33520 Highway 6, Edwards, 
CO 81632 
Dr. Gena Bedrosian, Shall We Dance? 
Welcome to a lively program of 400 years of 
dance music written or arranged for piano. Many 
famous composers wrote dances for 
commissions, arranged orchestral works, or just 
for fun. Think of swirling gowns, gypsies, 
peasant costumes, the Christmas Nutcracker 
ballet, clicking castanets, and a passionate 
Tango. The 75-minute recital is suitable for ages 
7 and older. Accessible. You’ll leave thinking “I 
Could Have Danced All Night”! Bring your 
family and friends for a fun evening! Free, no 
charge 

Saturday and Sunday, October 14 and 15, 7:30 
p.m. Bethany Lutheran Church, 4500 E. 
Hampton, Cherry Hills Village 
Cherry Creek Chorale 
Performing Vaughan Williams A Song of 
Thanksgiving with 100 voice chorale, orchestra, 
and the Young Voices of Colorado, as well as 
songs of gratitude and appreciation. Please join 
us for an uplifting program for all. Go to website 
or tix.com for ticket information. 
www.cherrycreekchorale.org 

Sunday, October 16, 3:00 p.m. Cathedral 
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 
Logan St., Denver 
Siuzanna Iglidan, A Prayer for Peace in 
Ukraine 
She will be joined by the Women’s Quintet 
“Reflection” in a concert of sacred music both 
classical and her own compositions. She will be 
accompanied by Patrick McKernan on the piano 
as well as accompanying herself on the Bandura, 
(a Ukrainian folk instrument). Ms. Iglidan is an 
award-winning singer who has been featured 
recently on the Grammys performing alongside 
John Legend. She has also performed with the 
Los Angeles Metropolitan Opera. Free-will 
offering. 

Sunday, October 16, 4:00 p.m. Bethany Lutheran 
Church, 4500 E. Hampton, Cherry Hills Village 
Colorado Korean Chorus and Colorado 
Repertory Singers 
Connections, Creating Cultural Bridges through 
Song. Tickets $15 at the door or 
www.ckchorus.org or 
www.coloradorepertorysingers.org 

Sunday, October 16, 4:30 p.m. Hamilton Recital 
Hall, Newman Center for the Performing Arts, 
2344 E. Iliff Ave, Denver 
Joseph Galema, organist, Faculty Artist Recital 
Music by J. S. Bach, Beach, Bush, DeGrigny, 
Franck, Hurd, and Miller. TICKETS: $12. It is 
highly recommended to reserve tickets in 
advance. Reserving your ticket online is the 
lowest fee. Complimentary parking. Newman 
Center Presents | Online Ticket Office | 
FACULTY ARTIST SERIES: JOSEPH 
GALEMA, ORGAN (evenue.net) 

Sunday, October 23, 6:00 p.m. St. Timothy’s 
Episcopal Church, 1401 E. Dry Creek Rd., 
Centennial 
Colorado Bach Ensemble 
under the direction of Dr. James Kim will 
perform Bach’s Cantata “Liebster Gott, wenn 
werd ich Steuben,” BWV 8 (Dearest God, When 
Shall I Die?). This is part of the Cantata Insights 
Series and is a free concert.  

Friday, October 28, 7:00 p.m. Holy Comforter 
Episcopal Church, 1700 W. 10th Ave, Broomfield 
Music for All Souls 
Musicians of Holy Comforter Church. Free and 
open to the public.  

Friday, October 28, 7:30 p.m. Saint John’s 
Cathedral, 1350 Washington St., Denver 
Adam Pajan and Joseph Arndt, organists 
Celebration of the bicentennial of the birth of 
French organist and composer César Franck 
Sunday, October 30, 2:00 p.m. Lakewood 
Cultural Center, 470 S. Allison Parkway, 
Lakewood, CO 
Silent Film: “Phantom of the Opera” 
Accompanied by Ken Double, Organist at the 
Atlanta Fox Theater. Adults $15, Students 21 and 
under $5. Tickets at Box Office, at the door or by 
phone or online. Convenience fees added for 
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phone or online orders. 
www.lakewood.org/tickets or 303-987-7845. 

Sunday, October 30, 3:00 p.m. St. Timothy’s 
Episcopal Church, 1401 E. Dry Creek Rd., 
Littleton 
Stratus Chamber Orchestra, Snarey Sounds & 
Scary Stories 
Experience exciting percussion music and sounds 
paired with scary stories for the perfect 
Halloween celebration. Fun for kids of ALL 
ages, and everyone is encouraged to wear a 
costume for the rhythmic parade! You’ll hear 
unique instruments such as the marimba and 
vibraphone as they click, clank, rattle, whirl and 
see the strangest looking instruments that create 
sounds sure to make you jump, march, tap, or 
twirl. Join us for an afternoon of soundsational 

fun, with music from Harry Potter, Frozen, and 
Encanto, as well as “scary” music by Beethoven, 
Grieg, and Mussorgsky. Get tickets here. 

 

 

 
 

 


