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Hidden Gems at Seminary 
Saturday, February 22, 7:00 p.m. 

St. John Vianney Seminary 
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 
he February chapter event is a Members 
Recital featuring “Hidden Gems.” Norman 

Sutphin, Zackary Gonzales, Charles Nolen, Linda 
Mack, Andrew Peters, Kajsa Teitelbaum, Denise 
Lanning, and Isaac Johnson will perform on the 
recent 25-rank Kegg organ in the Christ the King 
Chapel at the Seminary. A fantastic opportunity to 
listen to the amazing talent right in our own 
Chapter and to enjoy “hidden gems”: new 
repertoire, the Kegg organ, and a beautiful sacred 
space designed by Denver architect Jacques 
Benedict. For a specification of the Kegg organ: 
Click HERE  A Reception following will feature 
a special Music Swap—the music library of Martha 
Sandford-Heyns that she has generously donated 
to the organists of Colorado.  

Instructions for navigating to the Chapel and 
details about music that will be performed will be 
sent shortly before the concert. 
The Sandford-Heyns collection includes a great 
deal of standard organ repertoire as well as 
unusual items. There are also books on piano 
pedagogy, musical instruments, and composers. 

 

Dean’s Mixture 
his past week Sheryl Sebo, our regional 
ambassador (formally known as regional 

councilor), was in town. She made the trip to 
Colorado to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the 
Colorado Springs chapter on January 27. She 
asked me if I could gather some of the board to 
meet with her. Cathy Bruno, Diane Gallagher, 
Denise Lanning, Billy Busby Smith, and myself 
met with her for a lunch prepared by Christine 
Peters. In addition to getting to know more about 
her and each of us, we got to hear some updates 
from her about work going on at the national level 
of the guild. She had some suggestions for us to 
think about and applauded the work that we do for 
the organ in this part of the country. 
I will hope to see you at the member recital later 
this month. Thank you for being part of our 
chapter! 
Andrew Peters, Dean 
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Woman Composer Sunday 
and Denver Rocky Mountain 

Chapter’s Prestigious Involvement 
ne of my New Year’s resolutions was to do 
a much timelier reading of The American 

Organist magazine. Imagine my surprise and joy 
when I turned to page 34 of the January issue and 
saw that the prize money for the first-place winner 
of the Woman Composer Sunday Short 
Composition for Worship Services was given by 
our former Dean Billie Busby Smith and Sid 
Smith. The composition, “Reflection on 
KINGSFOLD” by Maureen Howell, is printed on the 
ensuing pages. It is beautifully written and will be 
a great addition to your list of chorale preludes.  
An additional bonus: the second and third place 
winning Short Compositions for Worship 
Services will be printed in the February and 
March TAOs. Please plan to play these pieces for 
your worship services on Woman Composer 
Sunday, March 9, 2025. Make it a habit to seek 
out compositions by woman composers for 
regular inclusion in worship and concert. Enjoy! 
Denise Lanning, FAGO 
DRMC Education Coordinator 

Denver Rocky Mountain Chapter 
Summer Organ Scholarship 

Program 
Billie Busby Smith, Coordinator 

t is time to begin recruiting young pianists to 
audition for our chapter’s 2025 Summer Organ 

Scholarship Program. 
About our program—Each year we award 
scholarships to young pianists who receive six 
free organ lessons during the summer months. The 
chapter hires a faculty which consists of chapter 
members who are well-qualified organ 
instructors. An opportunity to perform in concert 
in September as well as a membership in the AGO 
are all part of the scholarship award. For more 
information, please check out the flyer on the 
chapter’s website. This program requires a lot of 
effort by our members. That means there are many 
opportunities for you to help produce the next 
generation of organists! 
Here are a few of the ways that you can help. 
Marketing—Spread the word. You can contact 
young pianists, colleagues who teach piano, place 
notices in your church’s, community choir’s, and 
school’s communications. Flyers are available 
from Billie. 
Serve as a Faculty Member—Apply for a 
position. Please email your bio to Billie. 
Serve as an Audition Judge—on Saturday, May 
17. Contact Billie 
Assist with Other Aspects of the Program—
Again, contact Billie. Many volunteer 
opportunities!  
We are very proud of the alums of our Summer 
Organ Scholarship Program! Some of our 
Summer Scholars have gone on to pursue careers 
in organ performance and as church musicians. 
Many have enjoyed their new-found skill to serve 
as church musicians. Others have enjoyed playing 
other musical instruments. All have enjoyed 
having a summer of music included in their high 
school years. 
Billie Busby Smith,  
DRMC AGO Organ Scholarship Coordinator 
bilbuzbee@comcast.net 
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Morel Commemoration 
he Cathedral 
Basilica of the 

Immaculate 
Conception, 1530 
Logan St, Denver, 
will celebrate the life 
of Rick Morel, organ 
builder, on Sunday, 
February 16 at 3:00 
p.m. This concert 
features organists 
associated with the magnificent Morel and 
Associates Pipe Organ in the Cathedral. Organists 
include Dr. Charles Nolen, John Murgel, Cathy 
Bruno, Patrick Torsell, Richard Robertson, and 
Phil Bordeleau. A collection will be taken to help 
with the ongoing maintenance of the organ. 

 

Spring Certification Examination 
Deadlines 

or those of you who will be taking one of the 
spring certification examinations, the 

deadlines for registering are fast approaching. Use 
the online application forms found at 
www.agohq.org/certification. 
Service Playing: application due by February 1, 
2025  

Colleague: application due by March 15, 2025 
Choir Master, AAGO and FAGO: application due 
by April 1, 2025. 
The Colleague examination now has a written 
component. If you have questions about this new 

addition to the Colleague examination, please 
contact me at deniselanning@netscape.net. 
Denise Lanning, FAGO 
DRMC Certification Coordinator 

Coming in March 
Faythe Freese in Wheat Ridge 
he chapter presents world-renowned organist 
and pedagogue, Faythe Freese, performing a 

multimedia concert featuring the 32-rank 
McManis pipe organ titled From the Sea to the 
Stars: The Organ and Multimedia. The event 
will be held at 7:00 p.m. Friday, March 21 at the 
Wheat Ridge Center for Music and Arts, 7530 W. 
38th Avenue in Wheat Ridge, CO 80033. This 
event is free, donations accepted. A “behind the 
curtain” discussion with the artist follows the 
program. Look for more about this exciting event 
in the March issue of The Drawknob. 

Concerts at Holy Comforter 
March musical offerings coming up at Holy 
Comforter Episcopal Church, 1700 W. 10th Ave, 
Broomfield. holycomforterchurch.net 
Noon Recital Series: Lent  
Tuesday, March 11, 12:00 noon 
Join us in a free recital featuring local and guest 
musicians performing reflective music.  

Friday Recital Series 
Friday, March 7, 7:00 p.m. 
John Murgel, Principal Organist, Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel, Littleton 
Friday, March 14, 7:00 p.m. 
Andrew Egbuchiem, Countertenor from New 
York City accompanied by Benjmin Ehrlich 
Friday, March 21, 7:00 p.m.  
Dr. Kajsa Teitelbaum, Director of Music and 
Organist, First Congregational, Boulder 
Evening concerts free and open to the public; 
suggested donation $10. 
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Baldwin Church Organ Seeks 
Good Home 

A Baldwin Organ, Model 711, is available to 
anyone who would like to have it. Two manuals, 
25-note pedalboard. See the illustration. Located 
in Lakewood. Contact Carin Geist, 303-886-2144. 

 
 

Hammond Organ for  
Church in Need 

The Hammond organ pictured below is available 
to a church. Contact Ron 303-956-1906 or 
pranaron@gmail.com 

 

Employment Opportunities 
St. Frances Cabrini Parish is seeking candidates 
for the position of Director of Music. We are a 
dynamic multi-generational parish of 3,200 
registered families, located in the Archdiocese of 
Denver in suburban Littleton (unincorporated 
Jefferson County), southwest of Denver.  
The Parish is home to a 52-rank Rutz pipe organ, 
a Seiler grand piano, 5-octave Schulmerich 
handbells, digital piano, extensive musical library, 
a digital tablet-controlled sound system, and 
projection screens. The Director of Music will be 
essential to the development and implementation 
of a revitalized Sacred Music Program, through 
accompanists, cantors, vocalists, and choral 
members – including all aspects of traditional, 
contemporary, and worship musical styles. The 
Director will renew the entire music program, 
which recently has been limited due to extensive 
Sanctuary renovations that are nearly completed. 
Qualifications 
1. Conduct: Supportive of the mission and 

purpose of the Catholic Church, rooted in its 
teachings; knowledgeable of its core tenets. 

2. Education: Bachelor’s degree required (Music 
or related field such as music education or 
liturgical music); Master’s degree preferred. 

3. Experience: Directing choral music in a 
Church, University, or comparable setting; 
administration of music programs, managing 
choirs, working with children, youth and adult 
volunteers, and professional musicians. 

4. Background and Knowledge: Versed in 
Catholic doctrine and Liturgy; ability to select 
quality choral repertoire from all genres – 
instrumental music (organ and/or piano), 
music skills (composition, keyboard, theory, 
sight-reading), music pedagogy, and 
children’s choirs. 

5. Building relationships: Ability to prayerfully 
discern talent and relationships among 
musicians; capable of building enthusiasm, 
appropriately expanding the number of Choir 
members and musicians needed. 

Compensation 
Annual compensation is in the range of $50,000 
(negotiable), depending on final position scope 
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related to qualifications, experience, and 
credentials. 
To Apply 
Please send a letter of interest and your C.V. or 
resume to Deacon Chet Ubowski, Pastoral 
Associate, Liturgy & Sacraments: 
dcnchet@sfcparish.org 
Lakewood United Methodist has opened a 
search for an Associate Director of Music. The 
Associate Director of Music provides keyboard 
(piano and organ) support to music in worship, 
collaborates with the Director of Worship and 
Music and the Pastor to plan worship, supports 
ensemble rehearsals when a keyboard is needed, 
and supports congregational singing in worship. 
This position is part-time, with a salary range $12-
$15,000/yr.  
Essential Functions: 

Playing piano and organ to support music and 
congregational singing in worship. 
Supporting rehearsal from piano/organ of 
music ensembles 
Collaborating with other staff to assist in 
worship planning 
Providing incidental music in worship from 
piano and/or organ including but not limited to 
Preludes, Postludes, and music that 
underscores the movement of the liturgy. 
Overseeing ongoing maintenance of Piano in 
Organ in consultation with Director of Music 
and Worship 

Minimum Required Qualifications: 
A bachelor’s degree in a music-related field 
Excellence in piano and organ playing 
A general understanding of worship practices, 
especially in the United Methodist Church 

If you would like to apply for this position, please 
contact Rev. Ben A. David Hensley: 
ben@lumc.net and see www.lumc.net/lets-work-
together/wanted-associate-director-of-music  

First Baptist Church of Denver is hiring a new 
Organist to play for Sunday morning worship 
services each week at 10:30 am. We are a 
welcoming and affirming congregation of 
American Baptists located in the heart of Denver 
facing the Colorado State capitol. Our historic 
Grand Aeolian-Skinner Organ is an integral part 
of our community. Its music is the heart of our 
worship. We celebrate a diversity of musical 
styles, though the expectations on the Organist are 
flexible and reasonable. This could be an excellent 
position for a student or early professional. 
Expertise is also appreciated and would be paid 
accordingly. Please send inquiries to the Director 
of Music, Brendan Bassett at 
music@rethinkbaptist.org 
Sixth Church of Christ, Scientist in Denver is 
in need of occasional substitute organists and/or 
pianists. We have two services during the week: 
Sunday morning (10:00-11:00) and Wednesday 
evening (7:30-8:30). Pay is $155 for Sundays and 
$125 for Wednesdays. The church has a Moller 
pipe organ with 13 ranks, including chimes, and a 
Steinway piano. Please contact Bonnie Jean 
Schlaepfer at bonniejean.schlaepfer@gmail.com 
for more information. 
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